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Outside In

Anartworldinsider has taken charge of
the Outsider ArtFair. Throughhis
newly formedcompany, Wide Open Arts,
contemporary dealer Andrew Edlin
purchased the 21-year-old event from
founderand veteran fair organizer
Sanford SmithinSeptember.The 2013
editionwill take place January 31through
February 3 atthe formerDia Center for
the ArtsinChelsea. (For thelastfiveyears
the fairwasheld ataspace onWest 34th
Street.) “We believe thatoutsiderarthas
becomemoreandmoreapartof the
artworld conversation,” says Edlin, noting
that self-taughtartist ForrestBess
was spotlightedin thisyear’s Whitney
Biennial. The move to Chelsea will
situate the fair within the realm
of mainstream contemporary art.
“Thisyear there willbe some galleries that
haveneverbeenat the Outsider Art Fair
before, but may have a self-taught artist
intheirprogram,” saysEdlin,whose
owngallery meets thatdescription, with
HenryDarger, ThorntonDial,andHans
Krisiontheroster.”"More
and more collectors
of contemporaryarthave
beguntocollectoutsider
artinthelastseveral
years,” Edlin says.
“I'thought thiswasan
incredible opportunity.”
~JULIAHALPERIN
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