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In From The Cold: The Outsider Art Fair

by David Cohen

Works by John Byam are on view at Andrew Edin Gallery through March 16 and at the Outsider
Art Far 2013, January 31 to February 3, Courtesy of Andrew Edin Gallery

After several recent years of rather lethargc nstaments n ess-than- nsprng suroundngs, the Cuts der Art
Far recewved a double adrena'n shot this year with a new propretor, n the person of Cheisea dealer Andrew
Ed'n, and a spar</ng new venue, the former Da Arts buidng at 548 West 22nd Street.

Founded n 1943, the far toox place for many years n SoHo's Pucxk Buidng where af.c.onados were ntroduced
to the I «xes of James Castie and Bl Traylor, and a host of novel or fam lar mages by sef-taught and
otherw'se margnalzed ndvidua's. Startingy nventve, sometmes obsess ve-compu'sve, sometmes
chidi«xe obects and mages wou'd conform to art lovers' longngs for an art of nner necessity mpicty
deemed mssng n the work of the manstream profess.ona’s.

The who'e dscourse of “outsider” s arguably tumned around n an art world where academc tranng has largely
dispensed wih formal s« sets and where art'sts are encouraged to dwe' upon ther obsess.ons or aspects of
ther dentty that ma<es them “other.” But this doesn't ma<e anyone an outs.der. Nor does it seem to rob the
genune outsiders of ther authenticity.

St the very defnition of outs.der clearly 'sn't what t used to be. Take Vaha«<n Arslanan. Hs “outsder”
status s not, apparently, comprom sed by his attendng SVA, nor by his father beng an art collector and his
coach, from age 5, beng h's dad's Hamptons neghbor Julan Schnabs! (whose son. Vito, presents Arslanan at
the far.) The chidi e, “vsonary™ ntensty of the deaf art'sts seems to be what defnes hm as an outs.der.

Besides Schnabel, the new Ine up aiso now nciudes
galleres lixe Feature, showing tantric artworks Dy
unnamed art'sts —gorgeous works for sure, but a'so kel
\ =, to open a can of worms as a category that 's aready
i i 2 proplematic within western art 's apped to works from a
o)’ { non-western religious cuture with such dfferent aesthetc
criteria.

Theoretical caveats notwithstanding, the far bursts with
color and expressive energy. Among many exhibis to
watch out for are an exnbton of a dozen photograpns Dy
Maro Del Curto, curated by art historans Célne Muzele
and Valérie Rousseau, presented on the second fioor of
the far; works by Afrcan-Amercan panter Winfred
Rembert, presented by Peter Tlou and Knz + Tillou Fne
Art; and exqgu'ste woodcarv ngs by Edin's own recent
discovery, Jonn Byam, sometme gravedgger and traler
par< attendant, who contnues 1o max<e wor< at an
asssted ‘wvwing fac ity n upstate New Yor<.

Winfred Rembert, Candy Soda, 2004. Dye on

carved and tooled leather, 35 x 27 inches. The Outsider Art Fair 2013. January 31 to February 3,

Courtesy of Kinz + Tillou Fine Art 2013 at 548 West 22nd Street at the West Side Highway.
Continues Saturday, 11 am to 8 pm and Sunday, 11 am

to 6 pm.



